DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
France, England, collaboration with Western Europe, and to
submit to German influence.
I put this question to every British citizen, especially to
British politicians:
Do you think that we should continue to maintain this
extremely important geographical position in Central
Europe for a general European policy and for the maintenance
of peace and democracy, or should we abandon it and yield
to German pressure and accept German influence?
Yes or No?
Is that a matter of importance to Great Britain or not?
I don't ask the help of England or France against a German
attack, because I can't ask for help on my own account, I
understand that every country must defend its interests* 1
understand that Czechoslovakia is not imprinted on the
hearts of British citizens. They do not know where Czecho-
slovakia is,
I understand that perfectly.
But I say, if to-morrow this position which we have Here and
are maintaining should have to be abandoned; if Germany
becomes again the master of this country directly or
indirectly — because we shall be probably independent but
under German influence, as Austria will be, as Hungary will
be —what will happen after that to the interests of England
and France?
I say that the international position of this country is of the
greatest importance for Western Europe, I know very well
that England does not like to undertake commitments in a
part of Central Europe which is not understood by the man
in the street.
But I am convinced that if we abandon this position and if
we do not resist the influence and pressure of Germany we
shall in a few years have war again —not against us, but
against France and England, as we did in 1914. Czecho-
slovakia would have to fight again for Germany, as in 1914
for Austria.
My conclusion from this is not that England must come to the
help of Czechoslovakia, but that England has the greatest
interest to maintain the status quo and the present situation m
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